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	Coins were one of several media used for the emperor's largesses, the ceremonial distributions of gold coins and other gifts to celebrate his accession to the throne, subsequent anniversaries of that event, and other celebrations (see photo of Notitia Dignitatum, right). Coins were also used to pay the salaries of court and army officials, an elaborately staged event described by Liutprand of Cremona that recalls the images in the Notitia: 
"A long table had upon it … money tied up in bags, the amount being written on the outside. The recipients then came in and stood before the emperor … the first to be summoned was the marshal of the palace who carried off his money, not in his hands but on his shoulders [in bags weighing more than 40 Roman pounds {=13 kilos=ca. 29 present-day pounds}], together with four cloaks of honor [i.e. silk garments] … Those of equal rank received an equal number of money bags and clothes which with some assistance they dragged laboriously away …"


	


The wealth of the Byzantine emperor was equalled only by the kings of Sasanian Persia and the caliphs of Baghdad. A vivid description of the Byzantine court's sense of superiority toward the "barbarian" West has been preserved by Liutprand of Cremona, the ambassador of Emperor Otto II to Constantinople in 950, who quotes a high court official's arrogant comments:
"We surpass all other nations in wealth and wisdom … and … with our money which gives us power, we will rouse the whole world against [your emperor] and break him in pieces like a potter's vessels."
The annual budget of the Byzantine Empire in periods of great prosperity, such as the 6th and 12th centuries, has been estimated at some 7 million gold coins, but even in the 9th century, when so much territory had been lost to the Arabs, it still amounted to some 3 million nomismata. Although precious metals were available from mines in Asia Minor and the Balkans, apparently the government raised most of its revenue through taxation. The land tax was the most important source of imperial revenue and taxes were also levied on households as well as on commercial transactions and imported goods.

Medieval 

Among the most important additions to the medieval cabinet this year were four gold tremisses of Lombard Italy (figs. 22-25). These pieces are remarkable for their scyphate fabric and the variety of initials on their obverses, such as the coin of king Liutprand (712-44) (fig. 24) which has an N before the obverse portrait and an A worked into the decoration of the chest. These letters had been interpreted as mint marks, but Ermanno Arslan has recently put forth the theory that they represent the names of minters ("Un incontro inaspettato: i monetieri del re longobardo Liutprando," in H.-C. Noeske et al. eds., Die Münze: Bild-Botschaft-Bedeutung; Festschrift für Maria R.-Alföldi [Frankfurt/Main, 1991], pp. 1-19). The cup-shaped, scyphate fabric was typical of northern Italian minting centuries before it became a feature of the Byzantine coinage. 

Another early medieval accession this year is a coin of the kingdom of Northumbria in England, whose issues are distinctive from those of the other Anglo-Saxon kingdoms to the south (fig. 26). This piece, our first in the name of king Alhred (765-74), is unusual in having an image of a quadruped animal as its reverse type. 

Among the denarius issues of the Carolingian empire, that of Louis the Pious with the reverse "Christiana Religio," minted from 822 to 840, is unique in not identifying the mint on the reverse. While this may have been beneficial in integrating the coinages of widespread mints of this large empire, it has presented great difficulties to modern numismatists, who have been able to attribute only a few specimens of the type to specific mints. As coins of the mint of Milan of the previous issue are characterized by the splayed ends of the obverse cross and the placement of pellets within the legend, our newly purchased specimen of the anonymous series with these features (fig. 27) may reasonably be assigned to that mint as well (See Grierson and Blackburn, Medieval European Coinage, vol. 1, 791). 

Our collection is exceptionally rich in the large, beautifully engraved bracteates of twelfth-century Saxony, but less strong on the contemporary bracteate coinage of southern Germany and Switzerland. A gift this year from Hermann Vögel of Amstetten, Germany (fig. 28), adds to our holdings of this series with a bracteate of the emperor Frederick II of Hohenstaufen attributed to the mint of Ulm. The coin joins a depiction of the emperor with the eagle, symbol of the medieval as well as the ancient Roman empire. 

Two other gifts this year illustrate interesting features of the coinage of late medieval Venice. A coin donated by John Aiello is a mule (fig. 29). The obverse, bearing the name of doge Andrea Contarini (1368-82), is from a die for the billon tornesello denomination, while the reverse is struck with a die intended for the silver soldino. A grosso given by Philip DeVicci (fig. 30) has a particularly well-struck image of doge Antonio Venier (1382-1400), the first true portrait on medieval coinage. 
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Ook gevonden: Een tremissis ofwel trient is gelijk aan een derde solidus.


LIUTPRAND OF CREMONA 
  
  

DE LEGATIONE CONSTANTINOPOLITANA 

[Translated by F.A. Wright in The Works of Liudprand of Cremona, New York, 1930.] 
  
  

CHAPTER 63 

On the sixth of December we came to Leucas, where, as by all the other bishops, we were most unkindly received and treated by the bishop who is a eunuch. In all Greece - I speak the truth and do not lie - I found no hospitable bishops. They are both poor and rich; rich in gold coins wherewith they gamble recklessly - poor in servants and utensils. They sit by themselves at a bare little table, with a ship's biscuit in front of them, and instead of drinking their bath water they sip it from a tiny glass. They do their own buying and selling; they close and open their doors themselves; they are their own stewards, their own ass-drivers, their own "capones" - aha, I meant to write "caupones", but the thing is so true, that it made me write the truth against my will - as I say, they are "capones", that is, eunuchs, which is against canon law; and they are also "caupones", that is, innkeepers, which is again uncanonical. It is true of them to say: 
  

Of old a lettuce ended the repast 
To-day it is the first course and the last.


If their poverty imitated that of Christ, I should judge them happy in it. But their reason is sordid gain and the accursed hunger for gold. May God be merciful to them. I think that they act thus because their churches are tributary to the state. The bishop of Leucas swore to me that his church had to pay Nicephorus a hundred gold pieces every year, and the other churches the same, more or less according to their means. How unjust this is is shown by the enactments of the holy patriarch Joseph. At the time of the famine he made all Egypt pay tribute to Pharaoh, but the land of the priests he allowed to be exempt. 

EXTRA: (Niet zoveel te doen met munten en toch interessant!)

Chapter XXXVIII.

But when king Liutprand had been confirmed in the royal power, [1] Rothari, a blood relation of his, wished to kill him. He prepared therefore a banquet for him in his home at Ticinum, in which house he hid some very strong men fully armed who were to kill the king while he was banqueting. When this had been reported to Liutprand he ordered Rothari to be called to his palace, and feeling him with his hand he discovered, as had been told him, a cuirass put on under his clothing. [2] When Rothari found out that he was detected, he straightway leaped backwards and unsheathed his sword to strike the king. On the other hand the king drew forth his own sword from his scabbard. Then one of the king's attendants named Subo, seizing Rothari from behind, was wounded by him in the forehead, but others leaping upon Rothari killed him there. Four of his sons indeed who were not present were also put to death in the places where they were found. King Liutprand was indeed a man of great boldness so that when two of his armor-bearers thought to kill him and this had been reported to him, he went alone with them into a very deep wood and straightway holding against them his drawn sword he reproached them because they had planned to slay him and urged them to do it. And straightway they fell at his feet and confessed all they had plotted. And he also did this thing in like manner with others, but nevertheless he presently pardoned those who confessed even a crime of such great wickedness.

[1] A.D. 712 (Hodgkin, VI, 389). By this confirmation the usurpation of the new dynasty of Ansprand was recognized (Hartmann, II, 2, 125).
[2] The story of Grimuald and Godepert seems to be here repeated with a slight variation.


	Lot number: 2193

	Price realized: Unsold 

	Lot description:


LOMBARDIC DUCHY OF BENEVENTO. LIUTPRAND

Estimate $1000 

LOMBARDIC DUCHY OF BENEVENTO. LIUTPRAND (751-758) with his mother SCAUNIPERGAS as regent (751-755). AV Tremissis (1.28 gm). Struck circa 751-755. DN IVNPP, crowned facing bust of Justinian II, holding globus cruciger and mappa / VTRA AGVT, cross potent with base; in field, S-L. BMC Vandals pg. 164, 1; Cf. MEC 1093. Good VF, thin reverse die breaks. Very rare. ($1000) Ex Classical Numismatic Group Auction 57 (4 April 2001), lot 1566; Leu-Münzen und Medaillen (11 March 1987), lot 92.
Duke Liutprand was deposed by King Desiderius in 758, but the duchy of Benevento survived the end of the Lombard kingdom in 774, only to replace one enemy for another, for the Franks would soon claim to be its overlords.
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Neil Christie has tackled one of the most difficult tasks for a historian - discussing a topic for which the archaeological record is sparse, and the written record sparser. Nevertheless, he has done a fine job of removing some of the mystery from a people who were very important in affecting the development of not only Medieval Italy, but Europe as a whole. 

While this work has 7 distinct chapters, I find it more easily to review it as if it has three sections. The first provides a chronological account of the Lombards, detailing what is known of their origins in what is now Northern Germany between the Rhine and Elbe, and their subsequent migration into, and control of, Italy. While this is generally a chronological narrative he does discuss Lombard society to some extent, particularly from about 500 on. 

ZOMAAR EEN DEEL VAN DE TEKST; EN DAN KOMT HET:

DUS WE ZULLEN MAR AFWACHTEN WAT ER UIT DE BODEM KOMT!

While Christie constantly decries the lack of sources for the Lombards and how little archaeological work has been done in Italy for the period, he nevertheless does provide something of a "feel" for how the Lombards lived. It is unfortunate that more details of Lombard life are not available however Christie believes that these will be forthcoming as archaeologists are increasingly beginning to examine the period of Lombard rule in Italy. Probably the greatest lack of information is regarding details of trade. While Christie does discuss the presence of coins and goods in various location, he makes no mention of a single trade agreement. Perhaps there were none over a two hundred year period, however I find that unlikely. 

HANS; DIT DAN VOOR HET ANTWOORD OP JE GOED ONTVANGEN E-MAIL

